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Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: "programmable" is 
misspelled in lines 3, 5, and 7. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wentworth 
(US 2002/0190861). 

Wentworth discloses a monitoring and alert system that monitors location with 
respect to predetermined geographical boundaries, and to alert should the person being 
monitored stray beyond those selected boundaries, said monitoring and alert system 
comprising: a remote central monitoring station (parag 0007, Ins 5-9), a wrist device 
having a watch face and watch band (Fig. 2; parag 0057), a communication link means 
for interfacing the remote central monitoring station with the wrist device (parag 0007, 
Ins 1-5), wherein the remote central monitoring system further comprising a distance 
display means (parag 0012, Ins 1-3; Fig. 1, item 76; parag 0051, Ins 7-11), a set 
distance means (parag 0048, Ins 1-10); a paging button means (parag 0014, Ins 1-8), a 
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digital watch display means (parag 0033; Fig. 1, item 28), an indicator and signal means 
(parag 0032, Ins 9-17, Fig. 1 , items 30, 40, and 32), wherein the wrist device further 
comprising a distance display means (Fig. 2, item 74; parag 0055, Ins 1-5), a direction 
locator means (Fig. 2, item 86; parag 0035, In 7; parag 0042, Ins 1-4), a paging button 
means (parg 0034, In 4; Fig! 2, item 68; parag 0047, Ins 1-3 and 6-10, a digital watch 
display means (parag 0035, Ins 1-4; Fig. 2, item 66), an indicator and signal means 
(parag 0035, Ins 6-10; Fig. 2, items 86, 88, 90, and 62), wherein the remote central 
monitoring station including means to continuously monitor distance between the 
remote central monitoring station and the wrist device (parag 0009, Ins12-21). 
4. Claims 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by 
Wentworth (US 2002/0190861). 

For claim 3, Wentworth discloses a monitoring and alert system that monitors 
location and alerts based on signals outside parameters comprising: a programmable 
monitoring station including an antenna receiving a signal indicating a distance to a 
portable device (parag 0008, Ins 1-4 and last 9 lines; Fig. 1, item 40), a communication 
link interfacing the programmable monitoring system with the portable device (Fig. 3, 
item 106; parag 0030), wherein the programmable monitoring station includes a 
distance display, a direction display and a monitor alarm (Fig. 1 , items 32, 76, and 42), 
wherein said monitoring station monitors the distance from said monitoring station to 
said portable device and generates an alarm signal upon said distance exceeding a set 
parameter indicating distance (parag 0011, Ins 11-19). 
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For claim 4, the portable device is worn on a wrist of a person whose location is 
to be monitored (parag 0057). 

For claim 5, a GPS device in said portable device transmits a signal indicating 
said distance and a direction from said monitoring station to said portable device (parag 
0030; Fig. 3, item 96; parag 0012, Ins 1-4). 

For claim 6, Wentworth discloses a portable device includes a link indicator that 
senses a radio link exists between said monitoring station and said portable device (Fig. 
2, item 82) and said link indicator will send an alarm signal to an alarm in said portable 
device if said radio link is broken (parag 0044, Ins 26-38; parag 0053, Ins 1-5, 12-16, 
and 20-24). The icon indicates that a radio link exists between the monitoring station 
and the portable device when broken handset icon (82) is not illuminated and the 
portable device indicates a distance and direction in reference to the monitoring station, 

For claim 7, the GPS device senses a signal indicating a position of said portable 
device if said radio link is broken (parag 0044, Ins 26-33). 

For claim 8, the alarm in said portable device includes at least one alarm from set 
including a visual, physical and sound alarm (parag 0044, Ins 33-38). 
5. Claims 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wentworth (US 2002/0190861). 

For claim 9, Wentworth discloses a monitoring and alert system that monitors 
location and alerts based on signals outside parameters comprising: a monitoring 
station including an antenna receiving a radio signal indicating a distance to a portable 
device (parags 0007, Ins 3-5 and 0043, Ins 3-6; Fig. 1 , item 40), a radio communication 



Application/Control Number: 10/676,683 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2636 

link interfacing the monitoring system with the portable device (Fig. 3, item 106; parag 
0030), wherein the monitoring station includes a distance display, a direction display 
and a monitor alarm (Fig. 1 , items 32, 76, and 42), wherein said monitoring station 
monitors the distance from said monitoring station to said portable device and 
generates a monitoring station alarm signal upon said distance and direction being 
outside a set parameter (parag 001 1 , Ins 1 1 -1 9). 

For claim 10. a GPS device in said portable device transmits a signal indicating 
said distance and a direction from said monitoring station when a communication link is 
broken (parag 0053, Ins 1-6 and 20-24). 

For claim 11, Wentworth discloses a portable device includes a link indicator that 
senses a radio link exists between said monitoring station and said portable device (Fig. 
2, item 82) and said link indicator will send a portable device alarm signal to an alarm in 
said portable device if said radio link is broken and wherein said alarm signal will trigger 
a GPS device in said portable device (parag 0053, Ins 1-5, 12-16, and 20-24). When 
broken handset icon (82) is not illuminated and the portable device indicates a distance 
and direction in reference to the monitoring station, the icon indicates that a radio link 
exists between the monitoring station and the portable device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wentworth (US 2002/0190861). 

The remote central monitoring station is typically located in a user's personal 
area, and the wrist device is worn by the person to be monitored (parag 0007, Ins 7-9; 
parag 0057). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
the invention was made to include a user's home as a user's personal area so that, for 
convenience purposes, a child is monitored while outside the perimeter of the home by 
a caretaker inside the home. 

8. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wentworth (US 2002/0190861) as applied to claim 1 1 above, and further in view of 
Haner (US 6,396,403). 

For claim 12. Wentworth discloses a portable device positioned on a person to 
be monitored, but does not include a lock. However, Haner discloses a lock to prevent 
a portable device from being removed from a person (col 3, Ins 20-24; col 4, Ins 48-51 ; 
Fig. 3, items 10a and 10b). It would have been obvious to include a locking mechanism 
on a bracelet so that a parent at a monitoring station is guaranteed communication with 
a child wearing the portable device. 

For claim 13. the monitoring station includes a clock and wherein said monitoring 
station prints time referenced locations of said GPS device once said alarm signal is 
sent (parag 0009, last 6 lines; parag 0010, last 11 lines; parag 001 1, last 7 lines). 
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Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Turner et al. (US 2004/0046658) discloses a watch style portable transceiver that 
uses GPS to determine an out of range portable transceiver. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer A. Stone whose telephone number is (571) 
272.2976. The examiner can normally be reached 8:00-4:30, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Jeffery Hofsass can be reached at (571) 272.2981 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872.9306 for regular and after final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 

272.2600. 

Jennifer Stone 
February 23, 2005 




